
 

 

 

PROCUREMENT POLICY OF THE BOTANICAL INSTITUTE OF BARCELONA HERBARIUM 
 
Herbaria preserve, using scientific criteria, botanical collections that constitute an updated and orderly 
representation of the diversity of the plant world. Our knowledge of the world’s flora is based, ultimately, on 
these collections. Herbaria are also the natural destination of natural plants used in scientific research on 
biodiversity in a broader sense: it is always necessary to preserve specimens, which allow posterior revisions 
on the identification of the samples used. 
 
The main objectives of the BC herbarium are to preserve botanical collections granting access to the 
scientific community to all available collections. 
 
The procurement policy of the herbarium BC has to encourage the continued growth of the collection. It is 
based on the following points: 
 
- The collection must have a scientific use and a scientific destination. 
 
- Basically, the territorial demarcation is the western Mediterranean region, with unexplored areas that will be 
evaluated for special interests. 
 
- Taxonomic representativeness and morphological variability in the herbarium should be the maximum 
possible for the western Mediterranean. 
 
The herbarium BC should ensure the preservation of specimens used in research projects, specimens of 
invasive or introduced species to facilitate their study, along wiht type specimens and specimens of taxa with 
particular interest in conservation. 
 
Criteria for accepting materials 
 
To accept a donation, the following premises must be accomplished: 
 
- The material will be accepted only if we can ensure its proper preservation. 
 
- Acceptance of materials will be granted only to collections that are interesting scientifically, historically, 
culturally, educationally or for exhibition purposes, and that have comprehensive temporal and geographical 
information. 
 
- Donations will be accepted as long as the ownership of the property is clear. 
 
- All documents accompanying the entrance of material will be kept and classified by the herbarium to 
demonstrate their legality, and use them as proof for third parties. 
 
- We reserve the right to decide if items are admitted permanently to the collection. If so, we will decide their 
destination: scientific collection, exhibition or educational purposes. Any decision taken will be 
communicated to the donor. 
 
-Admitted material has to have been collected in accordance with the regulations on the protection of natural 
resources (EU, Spain and the Autonomous Community of Catalonia). 
 
Procurement sources 
 
Most common sources of materials are direct recollection of specimens, as well as donations and/or 
exchanges. 
 
- Direct recollection is part of IBB’s research and indirect recollections correspond to materials gathered in 
fieldtrips by naturalists and other citizens. Materials coming through these channels involve filling out the 
"Full entrance of botanical material" form, facilitated at the BC herbarium. The entry of digital data will also be 
encouraged. 
 



 

 

 

- Donations and/or exchanges are materials offered by public or private institutions. In certain cases, the 
unique guarantee for the quality of the material is direct examination at the institution of origin. To visit such 
collections, BC herbarium has a specific budget line. Such visits will involve the elaboration of a report with 
sufficient information that will allow BC herbarium to decide whether to acquire or not any materials.  

 
Herbarium BC positioning on the acquisition and return or restitution of specimens whose 
ownership is disputed. 
 
The herbarium BC will not accept or return (to the legal owner) any material with documentation that is 
incomplete or does not clearly demonstrates legal ownership. 
 
Disposal of duplicate material or of material with any role within the collection will be only made in fully 
cataloged collections. An annual report will be published including any material removed during the previous 
year. 
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